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21 de junio de 2024 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, 

"La libertad religiosa permite a la Iglesia, y a todas las comunidades religiosas, vivir su fe en publico y 
servir al bien de todos". (Semana de la Libertad Religiosa, s.f.) Estas palabras de la Conferencia de Obispos 
Catolicos de los Estados Unidos describen claramente la importancia de la libertad religiosa. Cada afio, del 
22 al 29 de junio, celebramos la Semana de la Libertad Religiosa en nuestro pais. Esta semana comienza 
con la fiesta de los Santos Tomas Moro y Juan Fisher, ambos martirizados por negarse a comprometer su fe 
para satisfacer las peticiones de] rey Enrique VIII. 

Como Catolicos y Estadounidenses, entendemos la importancia de la libertad religiosa y el rol que 
desempefia al permitimos practicar nuestra fe abiertamente y sin temor a la persecucion. Una erosion de 
esta libertad conduce a menudo a sentimientos antirreligiosos, que aumentan la probabilidad de hostilidad 
hacia la practica de nuestra fe. Ya hemos experimentado esto a traves de la tergiversacion, es decir, mala 
interpretacion del trabajo de los centros de recursos para el embarazo en todo nuestro estado y pais desde 
la decision Dobbs de la Corte Suprema de los Estados Unidos. 

Sentimientos anticatolicos tambien han expresado sentimientos anticatolicos gravemente distorsionados a 
traves de las agencias de Caridades Catolicas y otros ministerios Catolicos en el cuidado de los migrantes 
y refugiados que Hegan a nuestro pais en nuestra frontera sur. 

Los criticos de la advocacion de la Iglesia por los no nacidos y los inmigrantes y refugiados buscan 
expulsamos de la plaza publica limitando o negando nuestro acceso a fondos publicos que nos ayudan a 
servir a los mas necesitados como expresion integral de nuestra fe, arraigada en la Evangelio de Jesucristo. 

Durante la Semana de la Libertad Religiosa, es importante para nosotros reflexionar sobre los desafios y 
amenazas a la libertad religiosa, tanto en el pais como en el extranjero. Esta semana nos sirve como una 
oportunidad para unimos en oracion y accion para defender este derecho humano fundamental. Urjo no solo 
a los Catolicos, sino a todas las personas de fe en nuestras comunidades a continuar abogando por la libertad 
religiosa en nuestra sociedad. Tambien hago un llamado a nuestros oficiados elegidos para que defiendan y 
continuen protegiendo nuestra libertad religiosa. 

La libertad religiosa es un don justo y precioso. Solidaricemonos con todos aquellos que son perseguidos 
por su fe y trabajemos por un mundo donde la libe1iad religiosa sea respetada y defendida en todas partes. 

Sinceramente en Cristo, 

�e-� .. � 
Reverendisimo Timothy C. Senior 
Obispo de Harrisburg 
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June 21, 2024 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

"Religious freedom allows the Church, and all religious communities, to live out their faith in public and 
to serve the good of all." (Religious Freedom Week, n.d.) These words from the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops pointedly describe the importance of religious liberty. Every year, from June 22-29, 
we celebrate Religious Freedom Week in our country. This week begins with the feast day of Sts. Thomas 
More and John Fisher, both of whom were martyred for refusing to compromise their faith to meet the 
requests of King Henry VIII. 

As Catholics and Americans, we understand the significance of religious freedom and the role it plays in 
allowing us to practice our faith openly and without fear of persecution. An erosion in this liberty often 
leads to anti-religious sentiments, which increases the likelihood of hostility towards the practice of 
our faith. We have already experienced this through the misrepresentation of the work of pregnancy 
resource centers throughout our state and country since the Dobbs decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States. 

Gravely distorted anti-Catholic sentiments have also been expressed by extreme critics of the Church 
through Catholic Charities agencies and other Catholic ministries in the care of migrants and refugees 
coming to our country on our southern border. 

Critics of the Church's advocacy for the unborn and for migrants and refugees seek to drive us from the 
public square by limiting or denying our access to public funds which help us to serve those most in need 
as an integral expression of our faith, rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

During Religious Freedom Week, it is important for us to reflect on the challenges and threats to religious 
liberty, both at home and abroad. This week serves as an opportunity for us to unite in prayer and action 
to defend this fundamental human right. I urge not just Catholics, but all people of faith in our communities 
to continue to advocate for religious freedom in our society. I also call on our elected officials to stand up 
for and continue to protect our religious freedom. 

Religious freedom is a right and precious gift. Let us stand in solidarity with all those who are persecuted 
for their faith and work towards a world where religious freedom is respected and upheld everywhere. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
� ("'. 
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Most Reverend Timothy C. Senior 
Bishop of Harrisburg 




