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Pope Francis opened the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome on 
December 24, 2024, beginning the 2025 Jubilee year. As a Diocese, 
we too will participate in a renewed focus on the spiritual, ecclesial, and 
social impacts of the Church in Central Pennsylvania during this Jubilee 
year through special events, Masses, and opportunities to gather as a 
faith community.

In this collected effort, we are reminded of our calling to be Pilgrims 
of Hope in the world. Each day, we are called to live out our faith, 
embodying the love and teachings of Christ in our actions and 
interactions. Our Diocese is committed to nurturing this spirit of hope, 
yet we need your help to continue our mission.

Our theme for the 2025 Diocesan Annual Campaign is Living Our Faith: 
Pilgrims of Hope. More than 90 ministries receive DAC funds which aim 
to deepen our faith, strengthen our community, and reach out to those 
in need. Through various outreach programs, educational resources, 
and spiritual formation opportunities, we hope to inspire the faithful of 
our Diocese to embrace their role as active participants in God’s work.

Your generous support will directly impact the lives of countless 
individuals. One of my responsibilities as Bishop is to ensure that our 
Diocese supports our parishes and schools by providing resources that 
most cannot provide on their own. This Diocesan support enables them 
to effectively carry out their own parish and school ministries. Some of 
the resources that your gift helps us provide are:

•	 �FORMATION AND CONTINUED EDUCATION: Our clergy have 
dedicated their lives to providing spiritual support to the faithful. Your 
gift ensures that those who are discerning a call to serve, and those 
priests and permanent deacons who have answered this call, receive 
ongoing formation and education. Your generosity also enables our 
retired clergy to receive care and support in their golden years.

•	� COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Catholic Charities provides care for those 
most in need, from shelters to food banks, to counseling services 
and resources that lift people up. For more than 80 years, Catholic 
Charities in Harrisburg has been working to serve others.

•	� YOUTH ENGAGEMENT: From sacramental preparation to CYO 
programs for our youth, to Catholic Campus Ministry efforts on 12 local 
college campuses, our youth and young adults have opportunities to 
grow their faith. Catholic education, through parish-based programs 
and our 34 elementary and high schools, continues to thrive in 
Central Pennsylvania.
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•	 �CATECHETICAL CERTIFICATION: Support for certification for religion 
teachers in our schools and religious education programs and 
training for Marriage Mentor couples who prepare engaged couples 
to receive the Sacrament of Marriage provides the foundation for 
spiritual growth in our youth and newly married couples.

•	� PILGRIMAGES AND SPIRITUAL RETREATS: In 2025, there will be 
more opportunities for parishioners to deepen their faith through 
travel and reflection. Events and conferences for families, youth, 
educators, volunteers, and the faithful provide time to gather, 
worship, and pray together.

As we reflect on the blessings we have received, please prayerfully 
consider how you can give back to your parish and the Diocese 
of Harrisburg. Your gift, no matter the size, will make a significant 
difference. Together, we can embody the spirit of the Jubilee year 
through the 2025 DAC, Living our Faith, Pilgrims of Hope. You can send 
your gift using the envelope enclosed, drop your gift off at your parish, or 
visit our website at www.hbgdiocese.org/DAC to make your gift or learn 
more about the DAC.

Thank you for your continued support and for being a vital part of our 
Diocese. As Pope Francis wrote: “Hope is a task that Christians have a 
duty to cultivate and put to good use for the sake of all their brothers 
and sisters (Hope Is A Light In The Night, “Introduction” 2024).” 
Together, let us walk as pilgrims of hope, sharing the gifts that God has 
blessed us with, so that Christ’s grace will continue to touch people’s 
hearts throughout our Diocese because of hope-filled, generous people 
like you. 

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Timothy C. Senior 
Bishop of Harrisburg
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Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710
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