
 

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

 300 West Pine Street                       www.HolySpiritPalmyra.com 

 Palmyra, PA 17078                   facebook.com/holyspiritpalmyra 

 Phone: 717-838-3369                                                                       
 

Fr. Dijo Thomas, Pastor 

    

 Fourth Sunday of  Advent                                           December 22, 2024 

OUR MISSION  
To seek to know the love of God revealed in Jesus Christ; to celebrate together as a 
Catholic family of faith; and to share our gifts and talents in loving service to others. 

Mass Schedule  
(Also live streamed on YouTube at Holy Spirit Palmyra) 

  Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm 
  Sunday Mass:  8:30am inside & 11:00am  
   

  Daily Mass:  
    Monday, Thursday: 9:00am  
    Wednesday: 6:00pm (Rosary 5:30pm) 
    Friday: 7:00am  
    
Confessions: Sat 5—5:30pm; Wed 6:40—7:10pm   
 

Adoration Chapel:  
    Monday: 10am—5pm 
    Tuesday: 6am—10pm 
    Wed & Fri: 12noon—5pm 

    Thursday: 10am—9pm  
    Saturday: 2am—9am & 7pm—9pm 
    Sunday: 12 noon—1pm & 6pm—10pm   
 

For more information call 717-838-3369 x 111 or email 
adorers@hspalmyra.com. 
 

Baptism: To schedule a baptism, contact our Parish of-
fice at 717-838-3369 or email church@hspalmyra.com. 
 

Sponsor Forms: Certificates to be a sponsor for Bap-
tism or Confirmation can only be given to those who are  
registered and practicing members of the Parish.   
 

Bulletin Deadline: Three weeks prior to publication. 
Please use the forms on our website for bulletin inserts, 
blurbs, or facility requests. 
 

Benevolence: For financial assistance, please call  
717-838-3369, x 112, and leave a message to set up an 
interview.  

Staff 
  Clergy: Father Dijo Thomas, Pastor  
          pastor@hspalmyra.com; Ext 107 

               Deacon Jorge Reyes   
                      deacon@hspalmyra.com; Ext 105 

  Parish Manager: Janet Parks  
     manager@hspalmyra.com; Ext 106 

  Parish Secretary/Bulletin Editor: Becky Messimer 
     church@hspalmyra.com; Ext 109 

  Maintenance & Facilities: Joe Cesari  
                 facilities@hspalmyra.com; Ext 103   

  Choir Director/Organist: Richard Druby  
                 choir@hspalmyra.com; Ext 108 

  PREP Secretary/Ministry Liaison: Holly Serio  
                 outreach@hspalmyra.com; Ext 104   

  PREP: 
  Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: Brenda Poland,  
                 cgs@hspalmyra.com  

  Gr 1-6: Dr. Ann Marie Licata, prep@hspalmyra.com 

  Gr 7-8: Logan Zugay, confirmation@hspalmyra.com 
 

Parish Council: parishcouncil@hspalmyra.com  

 
Office Hours:  
Monday & Wednesday: 12noon—6pm  
Tuesday: remote only for phone calls & emails 
Thursday: 8:30am—3:30pm  
Friday: closed  
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 Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Palmyra, PA                                                           December 22, 2024 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE  
 

The lighting of the fourth candle of our Advent 
Wreath signifies our entry into the final week 
of the Advent Season. These past weeks of 
waiting in joyful expectation of the coming of 
our Lord Jesus has brought some light into the 
darkness that many people have been         
experiencing in this world. Christ is our bright 
and shining light! Symbolized by the lighting of 
each candle on the Advent Wreath, we       
celebrate Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace. Our 
hope rests in Jesus, our rock. From generation 
to generation, the scriptures and the prophets 
tell us of the hope that Jesus’ coming brings to 
the world. Love is the name of God. It is love 
that gives Jesus to this world. Joy is our      
expression of rejoicing in all that God is doing 
in our lives and the expectation of God’s    
continued presence in our lives. Peace is 
God’s gift to us, both at Jesus’ birth and in    
Jesus’ resurrection. Lord, help me feel your 
love, that above all things I may know I am 
loved by you. Lord, thanks for the gift of love 
and for those who help me discover its   
meaning and power.  

 CALENDAR & INTENTIONS  

 

The Sanctuary Candle will burn in loving memory  
of Frank Macus (From Fran & Maria) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23  
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66   
9:00am Mass                                         † Michael Shelly  
12noon Tosco’s Baptism  
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8-12, 14,16; Lk 1:67-79   
Office Closed  
4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass                  † Joseph Spear   
5:30pm Christmas Eve Mass For the People of the Parish   
11:45pm Christmas Midnight Mass   † Jill Longchamp 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 
Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18   
Office Closed; No Confessions 
11:00am Christmas Day Mass                  † Charles                                          
                                                               Anthony Shermo  
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22   
Office Closed  
9:00am Mass                                         † Marcelo Reyes  
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1, 2-8   
7:00am Mass                                   † Jill M. Longchamp   
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28    
1 Jn 1:5-2:2; Mt 2:13-18   
4:00pm Mass                                            † Elba Carballo  
5:00pm Confessions 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29     HOLY FAMILY SUNDAY   

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:41-52   
8:30am Mass                                      † Sheldon Eckrote  
11:00am Mass                   For the People of the Parish   
12noon Fifth Sunday Rosary  

 

Tithing: God’s Plan For Giving 

 
    Last week’s offerings will be reported in the next 

week’s bulletin due to an early submission deadline to 
our publisher.          

 

         

 
Holy Spirit Offers Online Giving!  

Use your credit card or checking account to make 
your Sunday donations. Visit HolySpiritPalmyra.com 
and click on Online Giving.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC6y4yE2FP5vbgJTzhS-zqiQ/videos?view=57 

https://www.HolySpiritPalmyra.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6y4yE2FP5vbgJTzhS-zqiQ/videos?view=57


 Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                                                           December 22, 2024 

No PREP classes today for Christmas break.  
Classes will resume on January 5, 2025.  

 

Charismatic Mass  
On Tuesday, January 7, at 7pm there will be a            
Charismatic Mass with prayers for healing at St.     
Theresa Church, 1300 Bridge Street, New               
Cumberland. Rev. Dwight D. Schlaline, Pastor at the 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, will say Mass. All 
are welcome. For more information, please call Vicki 
at 717-364-6260, or Mary Ann at 717-512-3628. 
 

Security Update at Holy Spirit Church  
After review of our property and a couple of            
incidents, it was decided that we would install        
additional security cameras at Holy Spirit. This was 
done to not only keep our parishioners, staff, and  
visitors safe but also to protect our property and    
belongings. These cameras are motion sensor only 
and not audio recording.  
 

Parish Library: Books of the Month  
“Let the children come to 
me…” (Mt 19:14). Mass can be 
challenging for kids, but did you 
know our Parish Library has 
TONS of FREE religious coloring 
books to use? Crayons also 
available! 
 
For more parish library          
information, please email     
Library@hspalmyra.com.   

 

Interfaith Shelter for Homeless  
This holiday season consider donating for the benefit 
of others. Interfaith Shelter is a community partner 
with Community Aid. When someone donates        
clothing, bedding, or household items under           
Interfaith’s number (10178), the shelter benefits in 
several ways. The shelter receives cards which their 
families can use to go to Community Aid to shop. The 
shelter can also receive a quarterly check reflecting 
the total number of pounds donated on their behalf.  

 
 

Thank you for supporting our parish mission! 
 
 

Finkenbinder Funeral Home 
www.Finkenbinderfamily.com 

717-838-9211 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule  
 

Christmas Eve  
4pm; 5:30pm; 11:45pm (Midnight Mass) 

 

Christmas Day 
11am 

 

New Year’s Day 
 Solemnity of Mary  

6pm Vigil on December 31;  
9am on New Year’s Day, January 1 

 
 
 

Consecration to the Holy Family  
The Knights of Columbus invite you to join in a            
Consecration to the Holy Family at next weekend’s  
Masses on December 28/29. We encourage families to 
attend and devote themselves to the ideal model of   
familial love set by Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. Prayer cards 
will be available prior to the Masses.  
 

Mass Intention Book Open 
To schedule Masses, candles, or flowers, stop by the  
parish office, email church@hspalmyra.com, or call      
717-838-3369. The Mass intention book is now           
open for February and March, 2025.  

FROM OUR ADORATION CHAPEL  
 

This week we celebrate the birth of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. When Jesus was born on Christmas 
day, the angels appeared to the shepherds who 
were in the fields keeping night watch over 
their sheep. The glory of the Lord shone around 
them and they were afraid. The angels brought 
the shepherds the good news of the birth of 
Jesus who lays in a manger in Bethlehem. The 
shepherds, in haste, ran to see this miracle of 
the birth of the Messiah, the Lord. They found 

Jesus, as the angel told them, lying in a manger in           
Bethlehem. The shepherds experienced the real Presence of 
Jesus that day and they rejoiced. Today, we can experience 
the real Presence ourselves when we visit Jesus in our     
Adoration Chapel. He is truly present there as He was on 
that first Christmas in Bethlehem. This Christmas season we 
invite you to visit our Adoration Chapel and experience that 
same real Presence of Jesus that the shepherds experienced on 
that first Christmas, and consider becoming a regular adorer. 
Contact Bart Kaminski at 717-838-3369 x 111. Merry Christmas! 

mailto:Library@hspalmyra.com
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Fuel Oil-Propane Delivery
HEATING SERVICE

www.meyeroilco.com • 273-8544

Est. 1881          WE HAVE IT!
1805 E. Chocolate Ave., Hershey

717-533-6252

Daniel De Long
Manager

JEFFREY W. BUSE, DIRECTOR

145 N. Grant St.
Palmyra

838-7034

M-F 9am-8pm • Sat 9am-6pm
24 Hr. Emer. Service

Local Delivery Available

22 E. Main St.
Palmyra

838-1300

LAW OFFICE OFLAW OFFICE OF
JOSEPH M. FARRELLJOSEPH M. FARRELL

Parishioner • Parishioner • 201-203 S. Railroad St., Palmyra, PA   838-1385201-203 S. Railroad St., Palmyra, PA   838-1385

PALANZOPALANZO
Financial Services, Inc.

220 S. Railroad Street • Suite 2
Palmyra, PA 17078-2493 • (717) 298-1169

MTW 10am-4pm • Th 1-4pm
F 10am-Noon

Eves & Sat by Appt. only
 

Men’s & Women’s Alterations/Repairs
1106 PARK DR., PALMYRA 

(717) 838-5243

ailored For You

Learn more about our Senior 
Home Care Services

717.832.2222   HomeInstead.com/696
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Finkenbinder Top 
Right corner

838-9211 Travis S. Finkenbinder
FD/Supervisor

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
www.FinkenbinderFamily.com

Healthy Steps Podiatry Center PLLC
Diane Bray, DPM

431 E Chocolate Avenue • Hershey, PA 17033
717-533-5937

www.healthystepspodiatrycenter.com

10 levels of exceptional quality care on 1 floor!
Couples can share an apartment when needs change!
Call for a Tour 717-832-2900, Ext. 1Call for a Tour 717-832-2900, Ext. 1

ASSISTED LIVINGASSISTED LIVING
The Alternative to

Skilled Nursing and Personal Care

Len Chimel
This SPOT!
as per Jack Craig
Resigned 1-16-20 Len Chimel GRI

Real Estate Consultant |Over $280 Million SOLD
CELL 717-679-0822
Office 717-534-2442

len.chimel@cbhomes.com
RS157620A

555 E. Chocolate Ave. | Hershey, PA 17033
Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

Parishioner

600 EAST MAIN ST.  
PALMYRA                   717-832-9855
www.lisascafeinpalmyrapa.com
Hours: Mon-Sat: 11am-8pm - Closed Sundays

Private Parties on Sundays Only

10% 
DISCOUNT  
WITH AD

Now serving 2 Locations
63 West Chocolate Ave.
Hershey, PA 17033
Located inside The Hersey 
Story Museum

Open Daily, 8am-2pm
Call to Order: 717.508.1729

www.HersheyStory.org

In Stitches
Mary Bolduc - Seamstress

Assisting you with all of your  
sewing, hemming and minor  

alteration needs
mtbolduc@gmail.com

717-224-1450

1135 East Chocolate Avenue
Suite 300 • Hershey, PA 17033
717-533-5406 • www.Hersheypalaw.com
Integrity. Commitment. Results.

Julie Sutsko, Owner/Designer
1411 Harding Ave., Hershey, PA 17033
570.419.4950 • jsutsko@gmail.com
www.juliesflowersofhershey.com
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in the weekly church bulletin!

Our 
advertisers
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CONTACT ME
Marlene Richards

mrichards@jppc.net | (845) 492-1547 

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY 
IN THE  COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here  to Support Our Parish!

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying... 

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com • (973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message: 
  Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started. Message and data rates may apply.
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